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*THE ART OF CANADA is an official mark of the McMichael Canadian Art Collection.
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THE McMICHAEL 
CANADIAN ART 
COLLECTION: 
ART, NATURE, 
HISTORY, AND 
INNOVATION

The McMichael’s highly interactive programs 
are designed to advance students’ visual 
literacy, nurture creative thinking, and foster 
interpretation and communication skills.

Teachers are invited to choose from a wide 
selection of tours and workshops that encourage 
creativity in gallery and outdoor settings, as well 
as McMichael Signature Studios which have 
been designed in collaboration with established 
Canadian artists. Our studio programs invite 
students to respond creatively to challenges, 
obstacles, and issues they face today, including 
finding one’s place in a diverse society, 
understanding the development of Canada as 
a nation, and responding to current social and 
environmental issues.

These innovative learning experiences can be 
applied across the curriculum and address the 
Ministry’s expectations for each grade level.

McMichael Art Educators and Studio Instructors 
excel at managing and accommodating individual 
learning styles while inspiring creativity. Their 
knowledge and teaching skills foster meaningful 
and engaging experiences for students, creating 
truly lasting memories.

For the 2016–17 school year, the McMichael 
presents an ambitious exhibition program 
celebrating the 50th anniversary of the 
McMichael as well as the approaching 150th 
anniversary of Canada. Featuring works by 
iconic Canadian artists Tom Thomson, 
A.Y. Jackson, Lawren Harris, and Jack Bush, 
these exhibitions delve deeply into the 
social and global context of Modernism in 
Canada and reassess its impact on more 
contemporary artists like Vancouver-based 
Colleen Heslin. This very special year will 
conclude with The Group of Seven Guitar Project. 
Opening May 2017, this unique curatorial 
presentation will offer students an opportunity 
to explore the synergy between music and 
visual arts in an innovative way.

A place of art and nature, history and 
innovation, the McMichael is an inspirational 
national treasure that everyone must visit. 

CREATIVE 
LEARNING  
EXPERIENCE:  
A GROUND-
BREAKING 
APPROACH 
TO LEARNING

Broaden your students’ understanding 
of and interest in almost any subject.

EXPLORE THE PAST, CONTEMPLATE THE PRESENT, 

AND DISCOVER THE FUTURE AT THE McMICHAEL!

 “WE HAD A LOT OF FUN. THIS WAS OUR  

 FIRST TIME HERE AND WE’LL BE BACK.  

 THE CONTENT WAS WELL ADAPTED  

 TO THE STUDENTS." 

–Rosemary Falsetti, Grade 1 Teacher, 
Lycée Français Toronto, Artists 
& the Wilderness & Landscape Painting 
Studio, 2015

A.Y. Jackson (1882–1974), Hills, Killarney, Ontario 
(Nellie Lake) (detail), c. 1933, oil on canvas, 
77.3 x 81.7 cm, Gift of Mr. S. Walter Stewart, 
McMichael Canadian Art Collection



BOOK TODAY!
Monday to Friday, 9 am to 5 pm
905.893.1121 ext. 2209
1.888.213.1121
bookings@mcmichael.com
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BOOKING INFORMATION
Choose an educational experience unique to 
the McMichael! Select from a combination 
of programs, including Tours, Art-in-Action 
Workshops, and McMichael Signature Studios.

School programs are available Monday to Friday 
from 10 am to 4 pm. All programs begin at the 
top of the hour. Programs are also available on 
weekends, subject to availability. 

When you book, please be prepared to 
provide the following information:

• The program(s) you are interested in booking 
• The grade level(s) and total number 
   of students who will attend
• Your anticipated arrival and departure times 
• Your preferred dates

We ask that you book as early as possible to 
secure your spot, and communicate any special 
programming requests at the time of booking. 

Outdoor programs take place weather permitting, 
and students should dress appropriately. 
Programs will take place indoors in the case 
of inclement weather.

CHAPERONES
JK TO GRADE 3:
One adult supervisor per five students

GRADES 4 TO 12:
One adult supervisor per 15 students

The required number of adult supervisors 
receive complimentary admission. Additional 
adults will be booked at the student rate. 
Membership and other discounts do not apply 
to school group admission. 

McMICHAEL 
2016 – 2017 
SCHOOL  
PROGRAMMING

Teachers and adult supervisors are required 
to stay with their groups for the duration of 
their visit.

School groups are not permitted to visit the 
gallery spaces unless accompanied by a 
McMichael staff member. Staff are unable 
to supervise groups beyond the length of 
the booked programs. 

LUNCH
Full-day bookings (three hours of programming) 
include a one-hour lunch space. For bookings 
of two hours or less, a lunch space can be 
requested at a fee of $3 per student. 

Please note that the McMichael does not 
provide food service to school groups unless 
pre-arranged with Aura by Cashew & Clive 
(the McMichael’s on-site restaurant) at 
905.893.1121 ext. 2262.

 FREE  I  McMICHAEL MINI TOUR  
OFFERED WITH EVERY LUNCH BOOKING
An I  McMichael Mini Tour will be offered 
during the second half hour of the lunch 
period. Students will have the opportunity 
to explore the McMichael’s unique history 
by visiting the grounds on a guided walk or 
learning the founders’ story in the original 
part of the building. 

PROGRAM FEES
Pricing is based on a rate of $6 per hour of 
programming per student. Please consult 
individual programs for specific costs.

 “RARELY HAVE I ENCOUNTERED STAFF  

 THAT WAS ABLE TO MAKE ALL STUDENTS  

 FEEL INCLUDED AND INSPIRED. WE WILL  

 DEFINITELY RETURN! THANK YOU TO  

 EVERYONE AT THE McMICHAEL GALLERY  

 FOR A WONDERFUL VISIT!” 

–Lucia Taddio, Special Education Teacher,  
Marshall McLuhan High School, 
Accessible Program, 2015 

PAYMENT 
A deposit of 50% of the contracted rate is due 
at the time of booking. The balance is due on the 
day of your visit. We accept VISA, MasterCard, 
American Express, cash, debit, or cheques 
(payable to McMichael Canadian Art Collection).

Groups booking programs with fewer than 
the minimum number of students (15) will be 
charged for 15 students.

ACCESSIBLE PROGRAMS
Programs at the McMichael are accessible to all 
learners. McMichael Education staff will work 
with you to modify tours and studios to address 
your students’ unique needs. 

PROGRAMS IN FRENCH
All programs are also available in French. 
Please request at the time of booking. 

PROGRAMMES EN FRANÇAIS 
Tous les programmes sont offerts en 
français. Veuillez le préciser au moment 
des réservations.

Program details are subject to change. 

CANCELLATIONS AND 
PROGRAM MODIFICATIONS
The number of participating students can be 
altered by up to 10% of the original number 
booked. For example: if you have booked for 50 
students but only 25 attend, you will be charged 
for 45 students (50 students less 10%).

Cancellations, reductions or increases in 
participants, and modifications to programming 
require 30 days’ notice in writing. The deposit 
(50%) will be retained by the McMichael for 
any cancellations received within 30 days of 
the booked visit.
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TOURS The following one-hour sessions take advantage 
of the McMichael’s unique collection of art and 
examine the works’ aesthetics and underlying 
historical, cultural, and social implications. 
Designed to reflect curriculum expectations, 
these programs encourage the development 
of students’ abilities to comprehend, negotiate, 
and derive meaning from visual information 
contained in artworks.

GALLERY TOURS: 1 HOUR
Fee: $6 per student

ABC — ART BASIC CONCEPTS 
GRADES 1 – 3, 4 – 6
Students experience a variety of artworks in 
the gallery and develop a greater appreciation 
for the composition of visual forms by focusing 
on the elements of design. Discussion takes 
place around artists’ personal styles, choice 
of subject matter, and individual interpretive 
response to the work. 

CHECKING YOUR PRINCIPLES 
GRADES 4 – 6, 7 – 8
Through close observation, interactive activities, 
and focused discussions, students develop 
their understanding of the principles of design 
in practice, as well as the various ways in which 
artists use visual language to communicate 
emotions and ideas.

ART DEBATE 
GRADES 7 – 8, 9 – 12
Students engage in a critical analysis of the 
broader cultural and social contexts of artworks, 
and participate in a moderated debate that 
requires building an argument based on personal 
response, interpretation, and ideas about the 
impact that a work can have on individuals and 
communities at large.

LOOKING AT ART 
GRADES 1 – 3, 4 – 6
Students probe the creative process through 
a sampling of works on view in a variety 
of mediums, including painting, drawing, 
printmaking, and sculpture. Storytelling and the 
handling of objects are used to emphasize 
the connection between visual forms and artists’ 
immediate cultural and physical environments.

ART SUBJECT MATTERS
GRADES 7 – 8, 9 – 12
Various genres of art, such as landscapes, 
portraits, and abstract art are examined, 
and students are encouraged to consider the 
position and tradition of these genres within 
specific cultural and historical contexts.

 “IT WAS A WONDERFUL DAY! STUDENTS  

 AND STAFF ENJOYED THIS LEARNING  

 EXPERIENCE. OUR PAINTINGS TURNED OUT  

 GREAT AND THE CONVERSATION  

 WAS VALUABLE!” 

–Grade 7/8 Teacher, Our Lady of Perpetual Help, 
The McMichael Story & Haida Manga Studio, 2015



98

THE McMICHAEL STORY
GRADES 1 – 3, 4 – 6, 7 – 8, 9 – 12
An opportunity awaits to discover Robert 
and Signe McMichael’s passion for collecting 
that led to the creation of this iconic Canadian 
gallery. Students learn about the McMichaels’ 
favourite artists, from the Group of Seven 
members to Aboriginal Woodland painters and 
Northwest Coast carvers. A great overview 
of the permanent collection!

THE McMICHAEL HIKE
GRADES 1 – 3, 4 – 6, 7 – 8, 9 – 12
Engage with the McMichael’s natural 
setting in a one-of-a-kind outdoor learning 
experience. View historic landmarks, 
such as the Heritage Humber River, 
breathtaking greenspace, and a culturally 
diverse collection of art. Tour highlights 
may include the original McMichael home, 
the Tom Thomson Shack, the Artists’ 
Cemetery, where six of the seven members 
of the original Group of Seven are buried, 
the Sculpture Garden, and the newest 
McMichael wetland area.

COLOUR QUEST
KINDERGARTEN
Specifically designed for young learners, 
this two-hour program offers play-based 
gallery activities, including role-playing 
and storytelling, to introduce students to 
iconic Canadian artworks. The gallery visit 
is followed by an art-making workshop 
in the studio, in which students experiment 
with a printmaking technique. A short 
snack break will be provided.

KINDERGARTEN TOUR AND 
ART-MAKING WORKSHOP: 2 HOURS
Fee: $12 per student

McMICHAEL TOURS: 1 HOUR
Fee: $6 per student

MORE GALLERY TOURS: 1 HOUR

 NEW!  STORIES OF OUR LAND
GRADES 1 – 3, 4 – 6
Through storytelling and guided viewing of 
artworks, students discover the multicultural 
mosaic of Canada and explore the importance 
of traditions and one’s geographical environment 
in the shaping of identity. Hands-on activities 
are used to further engage younger grades.

 NEW!  STORIES FROM CANADA 
GRADES 7 – 8, 9 – 12
Through examples of artistic and cultural 
diversity at the gallery, students explore art 
as an expression of personal experience as 
well as the country’s collective history. 
During the tour, various historical issues are 
explored through animated discussions 
and debates, including industrialization, the 
impact of the Great War on Canada’s sense 
of nationhood, as well as the Assimilation 
Policy and cultural appropriation of 
Indigenous communities. 

ARTISTS & THE WILDERNESS 
GRADES 4 – 6, 7 – 8, 9 – 12 
Historical and contemporary artists’ 
responses to the natural environment are 
investigated through a distinctly Canadian 
lens. Discussions are focused on varying 
perspectives and definitions of Canadian 
wilderness and on nature’s place in 
Canada’s highly developed urban society.

A.Y. Jackson (1882–1974), 
First Snow, Algoma (detail), 1919/1920, 
oil on canvas, 107.1 x 127.7 cm, 
In Memory of Gertrude Wells Hilborn, 
McMichael Canadian Art Collection

McMICHAEL — THE PERFECT  

PLACE TO INTRODUCE ART, 

COLOUR, AND DESIGN TO YOUR 

YOUNGEST LEARNERS.



10 11

LOOKING AT LANDSCAPE
GRADES 1 – 3, 4 – 6
This McMichael classic focuses on both 
Tom Thomson’s and the Group of Seven’s take 
on the landscape genre and provides students 
with an understanding of landscape composition.

STYLE DETECTIVES
GRADES 4 – 6, 7 – 8, 9 – 12
Choose the focus of your tour: Group of Seven, 
Norval Morriseau and the Woodland School, 
or a contemporary artist currently on view. 
Students will investigate the unique approaches 
and techniques utilized by the artist(s) through 
discussion and a digital drawing activity inspired 
by this particular style.

Please note that this program is suitable for 
groups of 30 students or less at one time.

ART-IN-ACTION 
WORKSHOPS

Art-in-Action Workshops offer students 
an opportunity to discuss artistic concepts 
and respond creatively to what they see 
with art making.

In-Gallery Workshops last an hour and provide 
a minimum of 20 minutes of art activities 
using various gallery-friendly mediums, such 
as iPads® and drawing materials.

Combination In-Gallery/Outdoor Workshops 
are two-hour sessions that take advantage 
of both the McMichael’s unique art collection, 
to discuss specific artists, and the surrounding 
grounds, where, for a minimum of 50 minutes, 
students engage in art-making activities using 
paints, pastels, and other drawing materials 
appropriate to each grade level.

EN PLEIN AIR ADVENTURE
GRADES 1 – 3, 4 – 8, 9 – 12
Students experience and discuss what it 
means to create an artwork en plein air, 
beginning with close observation of landscape 
paintings by members of the Group of Seven 
and their contemporaries in the Collection. 
They then take advantage of the surrounding 
outdoor environment to gain a greater sense 
of the challenges artists encounter while 
working outdoors. A 40-minute workshop 
follows a discussion about vantage point, 
landscape composition, and the relationship 
between light and colour.

IN-GALLERY WORKSHOPS: 1 HOUR
Fee: $6 per student

COMBINATION IN-GALLERY / OUTDOOR 
WORKSHOPS: 2 HOURS
Fee: $12 per student

CROSSING THE LINE: 
SKETCHING WORKSHOP 
GRADES 7 – 8, 9 – 12
Students explore the practice of sketching 
and its purpose within the artistic process. 
This workshop includes a 40-minute sketching 
activity with an introduction to basic pencil 
drawing techniques and a final critique.

 NEW!  SOUNDSCAPE ART: 
CREATIVE WORKSHOP
GRADES 4 – 6, 7 – 8
BEGINNING MAY 2017
During this innovative workshop, students 
discover formal synergies between music 
and visual arts and, in a playful way, 
explore the effect of sounds on our visual 
experience. Revealing some of the historical 
cross-inspirations between The Art of Canada* 
and various musical genres such as folk, 
jazz, and rock, this workshop culminates 
with a creative response.

SKETCHING WITH TOM THOMSON 
GRADES 4 – 8, 9 – 12
Students discover original paintings by 
Tom Thomson, followed by a chance to open 
the door to his historic art studio! This 
workshop is the perfect mix of discovery, 
art making, and storytelling. Students hear 
stories about the Tom Thomson Shack and 
the artist’s legacy before participating in 
a 50-minute Thomson-inspired painting 
challenge. Please note that this workshop 
is suitable for groups of 30 students or less 
at one time. 

ART AND POETRY SLAM
GRADES 4 – 6, 7 – 8, 9 – 12
The idea of artistic inspiration and the 
connection between words and images 
are examined. Drawing on the works of 
poets and writers whose work is featured 
in the McMichael Collection, including 
J.E.H. MacDonald and Emily Carr, students 
will create their own haiku poem inspired 
by an artwork.

*The Art of Canada is an official mark of the McMichael Canadian 
Art Collection.
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McMICHAEL 
SIGNATURE 
STUDIOS: 
2 HOURS
Fee: $12 per student

ART2GO 
IN-SCHOOL 
PROGRAMS: 
2.5 HOUR SESSIONS
Fee: $12 per student

HAIDA MANGA STUDIO
GRADES 1 – 3, 4 – 6, 7 – 8, 9 – 12 
Developed in collaboration with artist 
Michael Nicoll Yahgulanaas, author of the 
award-winning books RED: A Haida Manga 
and Flight of the Hummingbird, this studio 
covers the narrative and aesthetic function 
of the traditional Northwest Coast formline 
in combination with popular Manga 
cartooning techniques. 

WATER QUILT 
PRINTMAKING STUDIO
GRADES 1 – 3, 4 – 6
Inspired by Joyce Wieland’s Water Quilt, 
students create a collective artwork 
incorporating handmade stencils representing 
various plants and species from our fragile 
wetland environment. This studio invites 
students to explore the art of printmaking 
while addressing the impact of climate change 
on our immediate natural environment. 

GRADES 1 – 12
Engage your students and save on busing 
costs. Book an Art2Go program and McMichael 
instructors will bring their expertise and your 
choice of Signature Studio to you. Please 
note that each studio is preceded by a digital 
presentation introducing the theme.

Minimum 20 students per group.

 NEW!  ABSTRACT INVESTIGATIONS: 
MIXED-MEDIA STUDIO
GRADES 7 – 8, 9 – 12
Inspired by works currently on view at the 
McMichael including those by Lawren Harris 
and his American contemporaries, as well 
as Jack Bush and contemporary artist 
Colleen Heslin, this brand new studio program 
will investigate formal abstraction through 
an exploration of colour, shape, and texture.

MÉTIS SASH-WEAVING STUDIO 
GRADES 4 – 6, 7 – 8
Created in partnership with Métis artist and 
curator Nathalie Bertin, this studio focuses 
on the legacy of the Métis sash. Students are 
introduced to the history and function of the 
sash within Métis culture and experiment 
with pattern making while exploring their 
own identity, culminating in a collaboratively 
assembled handmade sash. 

Each McMichael Signature Studio is a two-hour, 
process-oriented workshop led by professional 
art instructors and developed in collaboration 
with established Canadian artists. The programs 
are designed to foster creativity and develop 
manual skills, and to position the artistic process 
as a tool for personal and collective expression.

LANDSCAPE PAINTING STUDIO
GRADES 1 – 3, 4 – 6
Inspired by the Group of Seven’s legacy, this 
painting studio takes students from an initial 
compositional study to a final painting, all while 
discovering the modernist take on the landscape 
genre. Exploration of colour gradation and space 
is an important part of this process-oriented 
studio as students learn the tricks and tips for 
painting perspective, focal points, and working 
with a traditional Canadian palette.

MAPPING LANDSCAPES: 
WATERCOLOUR PAINTING STUDIO 
GRADES 7 – 8, 9 – 12
In 1993, the McMichael presented 
Painting the Bay, a stunning exhibition of 
large-scale watercolour and oil paintings by 
John Hartman, who was born and raised on 
the shores of Georgian Bay. Years later, 
Hartman, considered one of Canada’s finest 
artists, continues to explore the cultural 
tension between the geography of a place 
and its cultural and personal perception. 
Developed in close collaboration with the 
artist, this studio invites students to investigate 
a notion of landscape beyond its physical 
boundary and to create their own landscape 
inspired by personal and historical narratives 
using watercolour techniques.

McMichael Educator Example, Creative Learning Department, 
Water Quilt Printmaking Studio, 2015

BRILLIANT HERE, BRILLIANT THERE.

ART2GO BRINGS McMICHAEL ANYWHERE!

 “WE HAD SUCH AN AMAZING TIME AND  

 THE STUDENTS WERE THRILLED WITH THEIR  

 EXPERIENCE…THE STAFF WERE SO WARM,  

 PATIENT, GRACIOUS AND KIND TO ALL OF  

 US…I KNOW MY STUDENTS WILL HAVE FOND  

 MEMORIES OF THEIR  EXPERIENCE THERE,  

 AS I DO FROM MY EXPERIENCES AT THE  

 McMICHAEL GALLERY WHEN I WAS A  

 YOUNG STUDENT.” 

–Sarah Elminshawi, Grade 7 / 8 Teacher, 
Morning Star Middle School, Special Exhibition 
Gallery Tour & Haida Manga Studio, 2015 



2016 – 17 SCHOOL 
YEAR EXHIBITION 
SCHEDULE

A Foundation for Fifty Years: 
McMichael Masterworks
On until June 18, 2017
Curator: Dr. Sarah Stanners

A.Y. Jackson & Tom Thomson: Wounds of War
On until February 5, 2017
Guest curator: Dr. Laura Brandon

Jack Bush: In Studio
On until February 20, 2017
Curator: Dr. Sarah Stanners
Presented in partnership with 
Esker Foundation, Calgary

Colleen Heslin: Needles and Pins
On until February 20, 2017
Guest curator: Naomi Potter
Organized and circulated by 
Esker Foundation, Calgary

Reframing the Art of Canada
On until January 15, 2017
Curators: Dr. Sarah Stanners and Chris Finn

Tom Thomson and The Group of Seven: Destinations
September 12, 2016 to April 17, 2017
Curator: Chris Finn

Once Upon a Time, Deep in the Dark Forest
September 21, 2016 to April 17, 2017
Curator: Sharona Adamowicz-Clements

Higher States: Lawren Harris and His 
American Contemporaries
February 4 to September 4, 2017
Guest curators: Dr. Roald Nasgaard and 
Gwendolyn Owens

The Group of Seven Guitar Project
May 6 to October 29, 2017
Curator: Dr. Sarah Stanners

Tom Thomson (1877–1917), 
Sunset (detail), 1915, oil on board, 
21.3 x 26.7 cm, Gift of the Founders, 
Robert and Signe McMichael, 
McMichael Canadian Art Collection
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PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
FOR TEACHERS
Indigenous Art and Perspectives is a program 
designed to help teachers overcome the 
challenges of integrating Indigenous content 
and perspectives in and beyond the classroom. 
With a focus on visual arts, this program 
addresses the need for culturally-responsive 
pedagogy; supports teachers in navigating 
complex matters that arise when talking about 
Indigenous cultures and histories; and encourages 
teachers to incorporate museum visits and/or 
image reproductions of Indigenous artworks in 
their lessons to convey First Nation, Métis, and 
Inuit understandings and perspectives. Offered 
at the McMichael or presented in your school.

TEACHERS’ EVENTS 
AT THE McMICHAEL
The McMichael offers teachers the 
opportunity to take advantage of all that 
it has to offer while sampling school 
programs. Tour current exhibitions and 
make art in our studio! Free for teachers 
and a guest. Offered four times throughout 
the school year.

For more information on these 
courses and events, on exhibitions and 
educational programs, and to sign up for 
the Ed Flash e-newsletter, please contact 
bookings@mcmichael.com.

McMICHAEL 
FOR TEACHERS

William ‘Grit’ Laskin, Because Of Constance, 2015–2016, 
Negra Flamenco guitar, Photo: Grit Laskin
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