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Organized and circulated by the Art Gallery of Nova Scotia

January 18, 2010 Kleinburg, ON—The McMichael Canadian Art Collection presents Tom
Forrestall: Paintings, Drawings, Writings, a retrospective exhibition of the famed Canadian egg
tempera painter Tom Forrestall. Opening at the McMichael on January 30, 2010, and curated by the
McMuichael’s Executive Director and CEO, Tom Smart, the exhibition traces Forrestall’s artistic
career over fifty years. Comprised of sixty works in oil, watercolour, egg tempera, drawings, and
his writings, this exhibition explores the basis of Forrestall’s creative expression through three
primary disciplines—drawing, painting, and writing.

Known for his characteristic “magic realism” style paintings, which have often been classified
along with the work of other magic realist East Coast painters—Alex Colville, Christopher Pratt,
and Mary Pratt—Forrestall’s images of Atlantic Canadian rural landscapes are infused with a
mystical, transcendent and fascinating quality. They engage the viewer’s senses on multiple levels,
the visual, the physical, and the auditory. His images capture a moment in time, a freeze frame of
reality, leaving the narrative open for interpretation.

“His images combine reality, poetry, and a metaphysical dimension that transcends a spiritual and
emotional energy to the viewer. The tensions in his art give it its dynamism and power, between life
and art; experience and imitation; between reality and the imagination. These divergent forces,
activate and enliven the communication between the artist and the viewer through the imperfect
medium of the work of art,” explains Tom Smart, the exhibition’s curator and author of the
accompanying exhibition publication, Tom Forrestall: Paintings, Drawings, Writings.

This exhibition explores the development of Forrestall’s characteristic “magic realism” style and
the genesis of his shaped paintings; the choice of subject matter and its relationship to defining a
poetry of place; the artist’s spirituality as expressed directly and symbolically in the imagery; the
relationship of sketchbooks and personal written reflections to the paintings; and the place of his art
in relation to analogous contemporary movements in Canada, the US, and Europe.



About Tom Forrestall

Tom Forrestall was born in the Annapolis Valley of Nova Scotia on March 11, 1936. He grew up in
Middleton and Dartmouth and began to attend art classes at the Nova Scotia College in Halifax at
an early age.

In 1954, Forrestall was awarded an entrance scholarship to the Fine Arts Faculty at Mount Allison
University from which he graduated in 1958. In the same year he received a Canada Council Grant
for independent study (one of the first granted) and travelled throughout Europe. In 1959 he
became the assistant curator of the Beaverbrook Art Gallery in Fredericton, New Brunswick, and in
1960 received his first major commission—a painting to be presented to Princess Margaret as a
wedding gift from the Province of New Brunswick. Shortly thereafter, Forrestall, having supported
himself in various related jobs, began to devote himself to full-time painting.

Tom Forrestall is one of the leading figures associated with the visual arts in the Maritime region.
His work has been exhibited and is represented in every major public collection in the region and
beyond, including numerous solo exhibitions in prominent galleries worldwide.

About the Gallery

The McMichael Canadian Art Collection is an agency of the Government of Ontario and
acknowledges the support of the Ministry of Culture. It is the foremost venue in the country
showecasing the Group of Seven and their contemporaries. In addition to touring exhibitions, its
permanent collection consists of more than 5,500 artworks, including paintings by the Group of
Seven and their contemporaries, First Nations and Inuit artists.

The gallery is located on Islington Avenue, north of Major Mackenzie Drive in Kleinburg, and is
open daily from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Admission is $15 for adults, $12 for seniors/students and
$30 for families. There is a $5 fee for parking. For more information about the gallery, visit
www.mcmichael.com.
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For further information or to receive high resolution photographs, contact:

Stephen Weir, Publicist
Gallery: 905.893.1121 ext. 2529
Toronto Office: 416.489.5868
Cell: 416.801.3101
sweir@mcmichael.com

Cathy Lepiane, Communications Coordinator
McMichael Canadian Art Collection
905.893.1121 ext. 2210
clepiane@mcmichael.com


http://www.kinsmanrobinson.com/dynamic/artist.asp?ArtistID=4�
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Exhibition Fact Sheet

Description:

The Tom Forrestall: Paintings, Drawings, Writings exhibition, curated by the McMichael’s
Executive Director and CEO, Tom Smart, chronicles Forrestall’s artwork over several decades.
Comprising sixty works in oil, watercolour, egg tempera, drawings, and his writings, this
retrospective exhibition explores the basis of Forrestall’s creative expression through three primary
disciplines—drawing, painting, and writing. His drawings and paintings record his artistic
vocabulary and capture his visions from his imagination and the spirit of what he sees with his eyes.
His writings explore and record ideas relating to his artistic and spiritual life, his family, and his
surroundings, and probe the nature of his creativity, his hopes and dreams, and the source of his
visions. This exhibition will explore these three forms of expression which are seamlessly
intertwined and constitute the foundations of Forrestall’s art.

Where:
McMuichael Canadian Art Collection in galleries 10, 11 and 12.

When:
January 30 to April 25, 2010.

Exhibition organizers:
This exhibition is organized and circulated by the Art Gallery of Nova Scotia.

What’s unique:

o Major retrospective exhibition—over fifty years of Forrestall’s career will be showcased
chronicling the development of Forrestall’s art from the time he entered Mount Allison
University in the late 1950s up to the present day.

o Explores the artist’s creative expression through three disciplines—drawing, painting, and
writing.

e Traces the development of the artist’s characteristic natural “magic realist” style and the
genesis of his shaped paintings.

Number of works:
Sixty.



Type of works:
Egg tempera, oil, watercolour, and acrylic paintings, drawings, and writings.

Subject of works:
Canadian rural landscapes, people, animals, and objects.

Themes:
Capturing the spiritual and mystical qualities of ordinary objects, landscapes, and situations.

Percentage of works from lenders:
Private lenders, 87%.
Institutional lenders, 13%.
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Sponsored by

KINSMAN ROBINSON GALLERIES

Additional support from

10365 Islington Ave. | Kleinburg | ON | L0J 1CO | 905.893.1121 | www.mcmichael.com

Image credit: Tom Forrestall (b.1936), Dog, Girl and Beach, 1979, egg tempera on panel, 108.8 x 114.8 cm,
Collection of the Art Gallery of Nova Scotia, Gift of Willard Strug, Halifax, 2005, 2005.506
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Tom Forrestall (b. 1936)

The Station, Middleton, 1955
oil on board

32.5x425cm

Collection of the Artist

Tom Forrestall (b. 1936)
Lion’s Club, 1961

oil on masonite
34.3x91.4cm
Collection of the Artist

Tom Forrestall (b. 1936)

The Exhibition Grounds, 1962
oil on masonite

75.5x120.0 cm

Collection of the Artist

Tom Forrestall (b. 1936)
Alexander College, 1961
oil on masonite

44.0 x 60.7 cm
Collection of the Artist

Tom Forrestall (b. 1936)
Sand Pit, Early Spring, 1964
oil on masonite
81.2x90.0cm

Collection of the

National Gallery of Canada

Tom Forrestall (b. 1936)
Midsummer, 1964

acrylic on masonite

45.7 x 101.6 cm
Collection of the

Art Gallery of Nova Scotia
Purchase 2003
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Tom Forrestall (b. 1936)
The Neighbourhood, 1968
egg tempera on masonite
47.6 x 115.0cm
Collection of the Artist

Tom Forrestall (b. 1936)
Cotton Mill, 1972

egg tempera on masonite
114.0 x50.5cm

Collection of the

National Gallery of Canada

Tom Forrestall (b. 1936)
Beach House, 1974

egg tempera on masonite
96.5 x 148.3 cm
Collection of the Artist

Tom Forrestall (b. 1936)

On the Beach, 1974

egg tempera on masonite

40.6 x 73.7cm

Collection of Selma Tulip Ray,
Toronto, ON

Tom Forrestall (b. 1936)
White Water, 1974

egg tempera on masonite
58.0 x 148.0 cm
Collection of the Artist

Tom Forrestall (b. 1936)
The Swimmer, 1976

egg tempera on masonite
84.5x76.0cm
Collection of the Artist

Tom Forrestall (b. 1936)
The Winning Sheep, 1977
egg tempera on particleboard
38.0x70.0cm

Collection of the Artist

Tom Forrestall (b. 1936)
Big Pine in Winter, 1976
egg tempera on masonite
80.0x111.8 cm

Private Collection,
Dartmouth, NS

Tom Forrestall (b. 1936)
Seagulls Inland, 1978

egg tempera on K3 particleboard
98.5x 146.0 cm

Collection of the Artist

Tom Forrestall (b. 1936)
The Congregation, 1979
egg tempera on masonite
53.3x55.2¢cm
Collection of the Artist

Tom Forrestall (b. 1936)
Surprise Entrance, 1982
egg tempera on masonite
25.0x25.0cm

Collection of the

National Gallery of Canada

Tom Forrestall (b. 1936)
Moon, Fire and Water, 1984
egg tempera on masonite
93.4 x50.6 cm

Collection of the Artist



Tom Forrestall (b. 1936)
Pet Crow, n.d.

egg tempera on masonite
50.8 x 61.0 cm
Collection of the Artist

Tom Forrestall (b. 1936)
The Startled Bats, 1983
egg tempera on masonite
58.0 x 53.0 cm
Collection of the Artist

Tom Forrestall (b. 1936)

The Eye of the Needle, 1985-
1986

egg tempera on masonite
22.7x55.9cm

Collection of the Artist

Tom Forrestall (b. 1936)
Early Morning, 1988

egg tempera on masonite
95.0 x50.0 cm

Collection of John and Sheri
Munro, Toronto, ON

Tom Forrestall (b. 1936)
Private Symbols/Arrow and
Woodpile/Tracking True, 1990
egg tempera on masonite
22.4x90.5¢cm

Collection of the Artist

Tom Forrestall (b. 1936)
Cold Lunch, n.d.

egg tempera on masonite
8.3x15.9cm

Private Collection,

New Brunswick

Tom Forrestall (b. 1936)

The Strangled Deer, 1997-2002
egg tempera on masonite
91.0x61.0cm

Collection of the Artist

Tom Forrestall (b. 1936)

The Entanglement / Nightmare,
1998

egg tempera on masonite

30.0 x 30.0cm

Collection of the Artist

Tom Forrestall (b. 1936)
Afterglow, 1998-1999

egg tempera on masonite
61.0x47.0cm

Collection of Kinsman Robinson
Galleries, Toronto, ON

Tom Forrestall (b. 1936)

The Strawman, 2001

egg tempera on masonite

25.7 x25.3¢cm

Collection of Kinsman Robinson
Galleries, Toronto, ON

Tom Forrestall (b. 1936)
Spoon, Feather and Golden
Ribbon, February 2000

egg tempera on masonite
15.5x61.0cm

Collection of Tim and
Mary Rourke, Aurora, ON

Tom Forrestall (b. 1936)
Blowing Leaves, 2000
egg tempera on masonite
17.3x49.3cm
Collection of the Artist

Tom Forrestall (b. 1936)
Studio at Night, 2002
egg tempera on masonite
13.6 x13.6cm
Collection of the Artist

Tom Forrestall (b. 1936)

The Boundary Line Tree,
Summer/Autumn 1999

egg tempera on gessoed panel
61.0 x 62.2 cm

Private Collection

Tom Forrestall (b. 1936)
Hilltop Boundary/Boundary
Line, 1999

egg tempera on gessoed panel
61.0 x45.7 cm

Collection of Abby and

Perry Minuk, Toronto, ON

Tom Forrestall (b. 1936)
Street Scene in Rome, 1958
ink and watercolour on paper
32.3x225cm

Collection of the Artist

Tom Forrestall (b. 1936)
The Pyrenees, 1959

pen, ink and watercolour on
paper

22.7x31.0cm

Collection of the Artist

Tom Forrestall (b. 1936)
Amsterdam, October 11, 1958
watercolour on paper
22.8x32.5cm

Collection of the Artist

Tom Forrestall (b. 1936)
House at River Bend, 2006
watercolour on paper
38.2x57.2¢cm

Collection of the Artist

Tom Forrestall (b. 1936)
Cemetery and House at River
Bend, 2006

watercolour on paper
38.4x57.2cm

Collection of the Artist

Tom Forrestall (b. 1936)
House at River Bend, 2006
watercolour on paper
38.2x55.8 cm

Collection of the Artist

Tom Forrestall (b. 1936)
The Boundary Line, 2000
watercolour on paper
57.2x38.2cm
Collection of the Artist

Tom Forrestall (b. 1936)
Three Apple Trees in Late
Winter, 1982

watercolour on watercolour
board

36.8 x 54.0 cm

Collection of the Artist

Tom Forrestall (b. 1936)
Bert’s Corner, 1984
watercolour on paper
37.8x57.5cm
Collection of the Artist

Tom Forrestall (b. 1936)
Truck at Night, 1974
watercolour on paper
38.7x51.2¢cm
Collection of the Artist

Tom Forrestall (b. 1936)
Shearwater, 1985
watercolour on paper
38.8 x56.0 cm
Collection of the Artist

Tom Forrestall (b. 1936)
Gospel Tent, 1987
watercolour on paper
37.7x57.5cm
Collection of the Artist





